
 

 

 

Sustainable real estate as a catalyst for innovation and 

economic competitiveness in Europe 

Join us for the 2026 edition  

of the Climate Positive Europe Alliance Summit 

 

Comet Louise, Place Stephanie 20, 1050 Brussels, 9 April 2026 

9.30AM-5PM followed by a Networking Reception 

 

Why you should attend 

Europe is currently witnessing a radically changing geopolitical context with a 

much needed shift in focus towards building regional resilience. This can only be 

achieved by stimulating innovation and competitiveness while at the same time 

adhering to its pledge to reducing its environmental impact and by finding 

solutions for a growing societal divide visibly manifesting itself in acute shortages 

in affordable housing across the bloc.  

As organisations, project developers and investors are adapting to the new order, 

and rising costs, sustainability aspects are again increasingly being questioned 

by some and calls for making the business case for investment in sustainable 

cities, districts and buildings have made it back on the agenda.  

Against the background of recent EU policy strategies, this event will show how 

the real estate and construction sector can successfully articulate and make the 

business case and hold the key to unlocking long-term societal and economic 

value. 

 



Programme  

 

09:30-10:00  Registration with Tea & Coffee 

10:00-10.25 Welcome and setting the scene: Translating the EU Green Deal and the 

new EU Industrial Strategy for the construction and real estate sector  

 Dr. Christine Lemaitre, CPEA Chair, CEO DGNB 

 
10:25-11.30 A political and economic flashpoint - Why housing matters for building 

societal and economic resilience  
 

 Moderator: Ursula Hartenberger, Secretary General, CPEA 

• Matthew Baldwin, Deputy Director-General, DG ENER, European 

Commission  

• Raphael Lehmann, Impact Investment Manager, Erste Social Finance 

Holding, Austria  

• Emily Bankert, Senior Researcher, BPIE, Belgium 

 

Followed by Q&A  

 

11:30-12:30 How to deliver a sustainable built environment while increasing 

competitiveness 

 Moderator: Dr. Christine Lemaitre, CPEA Chair, CEO DGNB 

• Valentin Wiesner, Head of Group Sustainability, WIEHAG Timber 

Construction GmbH, Austria  
• Celine Carre, Head of European Public Affairs, Saint-Gobain, Belgium  

• Marion Charlier, Advanced Building Solutions and Sustainability Lead, 

ArcelorMittal Steligence® Engineering, Luxemburg  

• Christophe Sykes, Director General, Construction Products Europe 

AISBL, Belgium  
 

Followed by Q&A 

 

12:30-13.30 Networking lunch 



 

 

13:30-15:00 Show me the money! How to articulate and show the business case 

for sustainable construction and real estate investment and finance 

against the backdrop of cost considerations, lack of data, skills 

shortages and regulatory standards 

Moderator: Seema Issar, Head of Sustainable Finance, CPEA 

• Eduardo Brunet Alvarez de Sotomayor, Spain Director, Green Finance 
Institute 

• York Ostermeyer, Chair of the Board, Cues Foundation, The 
Netherlands  

• Sisse Norman Canguilhem, Director of Strategy and Business 
Development, Rådet for Bæredygtigt Byggeri, Denmark  

• Alexandra Hedesiu, Managing Partner, Head of ESG & EU Advisory 
Services, ErnerSave Capital, Luxemburg  
 
Followed by Q&A  

 

15:00-15:30 Coffee and Tea Break 

 

15:30—16:15 Breakout session: Building the business case for sustainable 
buildings and societal resilience 

• What is the value?   
• Who is going to pay?  
• Who is responsible? 
• What are the 3 top actions responsible stakeholders need to 

take? Why? 
 

16:15-16:45 Reporting back in plenary and interactive voting on most 
important actions/measures to be taken  

16:45-17:00 Wrap up and next steps 

 

17:00 – 19:00 After work reception on the rooftop terrace 

 


